
Akron Elementary School 
Points of Pride 
February 2021 
 
UPK 
This month in UPK there are a lot of exciting activities happening every day!  Students are 
learning about polar bears, fish and many other animals.  They are also very excited that the 
groundhog saw his shadow and that means that we will have six more weeks of winter!  UPK 
students will be celebrating Valentine’s Day, the winter break, and the 100th day of school!  It is 
hard to believe that they are only 4 years old and have already been in school for 100 days! 
 
Kindergarten 
February is a time when you can feel the love (and learning) in kindergarten!  Students  
celebrated the 100th day of school this year, virtually, on February 10th.  They arrived at their 
Google meet dressed like they were 100 years old!  Students also brought their collections of 100 
things, counted to 100, wrote about what it would be like to be 100 years old and participated in 
many other 100 - themed games and activities.  It was a memorable way to celebrate the 
milestone of 100 days in kindergarten.  Students also worked hard to create valentines for all of 
their classmates and wrote about spreading kindness in the world.  It was a great opportunity to 
practice their literacy skills by reading and writing about love and kindness.  In addition to all of 
their celebrations, students also worked with number bonds, finding parts and whole in number 
stories and working on addition and subtraction.  They also continue to apply their knowledge of 
letter sounds while reading and writing every day. 
 
Grade 1 
This is a fantastic time to be in first grade!  The students are transforming into readers and 
mathematicians.  Their teachers can’t wait to see what the future holds in the coming months! 
Students are currently working on Math Module 4 which builds on Module 2’s work with place 
value within 20, now focusing on the role of place value in the addition and subtraction of 
numbers to 40.  Students will study, organize, and manipulate numbers within 40.  They will 
compare quantities and begin using the symbols for greater than (>) and less than (<).  Addition 
and subtraction of tens is another focus of this module as is the use of familiar strategies to add 
two-digit and single-digit numbers within 40.  Near the end of the module, the focus will move 
to new ways to represent larger quantities and adding like place value units as the students add 
two digit numbers.  As first grade moves through the month of February, students will continue 
to work on digraphs and blends to strengthen their phonics skills.  After the break, they will work 
with words that have the “magic e”, also known as the “bossy e”.  Students will learn that even 
though the magic/bossy e is silent, it makes the middle vowel say its own name.   First grade 
students have also been brushing up on their comprehension skills!  Each student starts out by 
listening to or reading a passage each day.  They then become text detectives by looking for 



information in the text underlining words and sentences to help them answer questions (in 
writing) about the text.  In addition to a plethora of learning activities, students will also 
celebrate Valentine’s Day during the week of February 8th. 
 
Grade 2 
Second grade students have proven once again that hard work and practice really help improve 
their skills.  They are learning their basic math facts up to 20 and are also adding/subtracting two 
and three digit numbers with regrouping!  Second grade students write daily and are now able to 
independently write an interesting paragraph with a topic sentence, supporting details and a 
conclusion.  They are currently working on an animal research project and a written report.  
Many have already shared their report in class to “teach” others about the animal that they chose 
to become an “expert” on. 
 
 
Grade 3 
Third grade students are completing their CKLA unit, Classification of Animals.  Students have 
enjoyed learning how scientists classify their favorite animals. The Amplify Science program 
helped to enhance the CKLA animal unit.  All students made some interesting New Year 
resolutions and created excellent writing pieces to share.  They continue to master their lower 
case cursive letters and will move on to the upper case letters soon after break.  
Third graders are currently completing their study of all multiplication and division facts.  They 
will now begin to study multiplication as it relates to area. 
 
 
Grade 5 
In honor of Valentine’s Day this year, 5th graders will be writing compliments to each other to 
display on their lockers.  Students will randomly pick names so that they may have to 
compliment someone who is not a close friend.  This helps the students find reasons to celebrate 
EVERYONE in their class, whether a close friend or simply a classmate.  Stop by and see the 
compliments that they write!  Students are beginning to multiply and divide fractions and 
graphing line plots in their math classes.  Classes continue to learn about European explorers and 
the impact they had on the past and continue to have today.  Fifth graders have also been 
exploring different patterns on Earth.  They have learned that we get the pattern of daytime and 
nighttime based on the earth’s spinning around  in a 24 hour period.  They are also beginning to 
discover that our yearly pattern of stars in the sky is due to the earth’s orbit around the sun.  
Finally, all fifth graders are preparing to read The Watson’s Go to Birmingham 1963.  This will 
take them into the time period of the Civil Rights Movement.  Students have been engaged in 
many activities both in school and at home to help them better understand the historical events 
that took  place during this time period. 
 



Physical Education 
This was the 21st year that Akron Elementary students have participated in “Jump Rope for 
Heart”.  Akron Elementary is so grateful to be a part of this wonderful event every year.  It 
wouldn’t be possible without the hard work that students put in to make this event such a 
success.  It was another impressive year, as students raised $1,735.57 to be donated to the 
American Heart Association.  The funds donated benefit kids with special hearts and support 
research for heart disease and stroke. 
During physical education classes, students enjoyed participating in a number of different 
jumping activities.  They discovered how their heart works and how to take care of their physical 
and emotional health.  By participating in this event students begin to establish heart healthy 
habits for a successful future.  Thank you to all of the students who participated and for their 
outstanding efforts and hard work to help benefit an amazing organization.  Congratulations 
Jumpers! 


